HAZRAT-I-A«LA'S REPLY TO H. D. KHAN
the temporary treaty of friendship (proposed to Husayn Dost
Khan by the nobles of Hazrat-i-Ala) was broken by the
strength of the Nawwab's courage, and the assistance of
tl:e courtiers sitting round about him. He collected his senses
with the support of the nicety of his honour, sat erect with the
help of pillows, and asked for the letter of agreement written
by Husayn Dost Khan, and the reply dispatched by the Khans.
They were shown to the Nawwab who h.ul them read out. He
enquired about the condition of the territory of Nattharnagar
and of his own army; he learnt about the subjugation by 'Alam
All Khan of the entire country except the fort of Nattharnagar,
of the desertion of all the palayagars, and of the desertion by
the two-thirds of his own army. He grew thoughtful for a
time, and then ordered the following letter to be drafted in
reply to Husayn Dost Khan's first letter which had reached
the Nawwab at the critical time of his illness.
The  reply of JTasrat-i-A'la
ki Thanks to the protection of the Great and Bountiful Lord
Who by granting to mankind sound judgment made it favoured
and dignified among all living beings, and Who, according to
His perfect wisdom, put on the head of man the viceregal
crown for the purpose of administering the important affairs of
this world. By His eternal grace I have absolute authority
over the hereditary dominion without any interference or oppo-
sition from anybody. That is to say: by the support of the
everlasting sanad of the Padshah of Hind and the Wazlr
of the Deccan T have a hereditary right to the acnministration of
this kingdom and I count this dominion and seal as mine. Your
false claim is due merely to force and deceit. What a sugges-
tion? Where is the dread for the heap of gunpowder of the
French which is the resting place for those who forget the pro-
tection of the Lord and deserves to be destroyed by means of
an ember of the divine anger? Why did you entrust the fort
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